Monday 07 July 1969 
New York City, ABC TV Studios, New York, USA
Recording for the Dick Cavett TV program, backed by the Bob Rosengarden Orchestra
Songs: 1. Getting My Heart Back Together Again [aka Hear My Train Coming]
Interview by Dick Cavett

MC : The Dick Cavett show, with Robert Downey, Jimi Hendrix, Garson Kanin, 
Gwen Verdon and Bob Rosengarten and the Orchestra…
DC  : …among my guests tonight are Jimi Hendrix
JR   : Oh!
Aud : [Applause]…
JR   : Great move
DC  : I don’t think he has ever been on t-television, like this, before, I don’t know, I-I-I’ll tell 
          you my entire guests are: underground film maker Robert Downey, Jimi Hendrix, 
Garson Kanin – man of all parts in the theatre, and, eh, the wonderful Gwen Verdon will be hell, no-not the bad Gwen Verdon, the wonderful one … [commercial break] …tch, my-my next guest is one of the superstars of the pop music world, his name is Jimi Hendrix, and-uh, he is not here with his-uh group, but he is here himself, which is a thrill for us, and rather than try to describe the Jimi Hendrix experience, if you have never had it, here is a piece of film from DA Pennebaker’s film Monterey Pop, can we-uh go right into that? [show film of Jimi smashing his guitar]…
Aud : [Applause]
DC  : That isn’t all he does, but he…
Aud : [Laughter]
DC  : …he is here tonight, as I say, without his-uh Experience. So-uh, here is a naïve and 
innocent Jimi Hendrix, right here [house band plays ‘Purple Haze’ as an intro]
Jimi : Yeah, hmm, tch, ahmm, tch 
DC  : Pleased to meet you, what’s your… I-uh. That is not of course-uh, the only thing you 
do on stage heard, to those who have never seen you before, if there are any, and of 
course there have to be a few…
Jimi : Mm
DC  : …but, em, what would you say is the meaning  of-of destruction on stage, when you 
do it like that?
Jimi : Hmm, tch, let’s see
DC  : You can reject this question
Jimi : I was such in a trance then when I did it, I can’t remember, but let’s see if I can 
remember that song 
DC  : Yeah
Jimi : That was a thing, like-uh, when you bring your girlfriend there, an’ watch us play and 
so forth, weel, you can get it out of your system then, by watchin’ us do it. Makin’ it into theatrics, instead of puttin’ it into the streets 
DC  : Mhmm
Jimi : So that when you get home with, you know, your family or your girlfriend, so you 
have all this tension out of the way, you know, s-s-s-it’s nothin’ but a release I guess, y’know
DC  : Possibly a safety valve, to some kind of violence?
Jimi : Oh, yeah, you can call it that, cool, heh-heh
DC  : Yeah. Do you hate being asked what things mean? I, I realise that-uh, you almost 
have to apologise to ask someone who’s considered an artist, as you are, um, what thay mean by something, because you’re asking them to re-interpret something they’ve already done
Jimi : You mean, like…
DC  : Do you think music has a meaning?
Jimi : Oh, yeah, definitely, it’s getting’ to be more a spiritual soul than anything now. Pretty 
soon I believe that they gonna be-have to rely on music to-uh, like, get some kind o’ peace of mind, or satisfaction, direction actually, more so than politics, because like politics is really an ego scene, you know, that’s the way… 
DC  : It’s what?
Jimi : …that’s the way I look at it anyway…
DC  : Do…
Jimi : …it’s all a big fat ego scene, for instance, you know
DC  : Ego scene?
Jimi : Well, yeah, the so’-art of words which means nothing, you know 
DC  : Mhmm
Jimi : So therefore you have to rely on a more of a earthier substance, like music or the 
arts, theatre, you know, acting, painting whatever
DC  : Yeah… Bet you didn’t wear this in the paratroops
Jimi : No, not necessarily heh-heh
DC  : You were a para’-what is it… 
Jimi : Right… heh-heh
DC  : …a paratrooper or a parachutist…
Jimi : It doesn’t make a difference
DC  : …or shoutist
Jimi : 101st Airbourne, Fort Campbell, Kentucky, you know
DC  : Yeah
Jimi : Yeah, tch
DC  : We almost wore the same things tonight, it would have been embarrassing
Aud : [Some laughter]
DC  : Eh… You, I…
Aud : [Louder laughter]
DC  : I, I turned him on, it’s really amazing
Jimi : Mmm-tch
Aud : [Laughter]
DC  : Now… I heard the-uh…
Aud : [Applause]
DC  : …I heard you use, um…
Jimi : You turn on, ha-ha
DC  : …I-I wanna clear something with you. I heard the expression, eh, an “electric church” 
as, a…
DC  : …as an ambition you had. Was this speaking metaphorically or poetically or do 
you really wanna... 
Jimi : [Sighs] Oh, let’s see, I don’t know. It’s just a…
DC  : Go…
Jimi : … it’s just a belief that I have, y’know, it’s, t-tch, an’ it’s-uh, we do use electric 
guitars. Everything, y’know, is electrified nowadays, y’know 
DC  : Mhmm
Jimi : So therefore the belief comes into, y’know, through electricity to the people, 
whatever. That’s why we play so loud. Because it doesn’t actually hit through the eardrums like most, eh, groups do nowadays, y’know. They say, “Well, we’re gonna play loud too, ‘cause they’re playin’ loud.” And they got this real shrill sound, y’know, an’ it’s really hard. We plan for our sound to go inside the soul of the person actually, y’know, tch. And see if they can-uh awaken some kind of thing in their minds, y’know, ‘cause there’s so many sleeping people-huh-huh You can call it that if you want to
DC  : What do you like to hear, if somebody comes up after a concert, what kind of 
complement do you like?
Jimi : I don’t know, I don’t really live on complements, matter of fact it has a way of 
distracting me, an’ a whole lot of other musicians and artists that are out there today, 
you know. They hear all these compliments, they say “Wow, I must have been really 
great…
DC  : Uh-huh
Jimi : …so they get fat and satisfied, and they get lost, and they forget about their actual 
talent that they have, and they start livin’ into another world, you know
DC  : That’s an interesting problem isn’t it you, eh, i-if. Someone said about Janis Joplin, 
who’s a su’-superstar now, do y-you know Janis I expect
Jimi : Superstar? Oh, yeah
DC  : Well sh’-they-they did, yes she-I. Certainly is in my heart
Aud : [Laughter]
DC  : How…
Jimi : I’m Superchicken huh-huh
DC  : But…
Jimi : And don’t you forget it
Aud : [Laughter]
DC  : And don’t, an’ don’t I forget it?
Jimi : No, man
DC  : Now I was going to say, ah, the problem of succeeding is a hard one for you if your 
basis is, say, in the blues, or something like that, and you suddenly make hundreds of thousands of dollars a year. Eh, someone said it’s hard to-to sing the blues when you’re making that kind of money
Jimi : Yeah
DC  : This assumes that you can’t be unhappy and have a lot of money, or cheque…
Jimi : Well sometimes it gets to be really easy to sing the blues, when you’re supposed to 
be makin’ all this much money, you know, ‘cause, like, money is, it’s gettin’ to be out of hand now, you know, it’s, you know, and, like, musicians, especially young cat’s, you know. They get a chance to make all this money, and they say “Oh, this is fantastic” and like I said before, they lose themselves, and they forget about the music iself, you know
DC  : Yeah
Jimi : They forget about their talents, they forget about the other half of them, so therefore 
you could sing a whole lot of blues. The more money you make, the more blues sometimes you can sing, but the idea is, like-uh, to, you know, use all these hang-ups, an’ all these different things, you know, like, as steps in life, you know, just like drinking coffee, well you don’t drink it every day, or else you go into another scene with it, you know, like in excapes [sic], an’ all this
DC  : I don’t know, but it sounds good
Jimi : No, man
DC  : Eh
Jimi : Heh-heh
DC  : …are you, do you consider yourself a disciplined guy, do you get up every day and 
work?
Jimi : Oh, I try to get up every day, once
Aud : [Laughter & applause]
DC  : Oh, yes that, that in itself is a discipline
Jimi : Yeah
DC  : Heh
Jimi : I’m still tryin’ today too
Aud : [Laughter]
DC  : Do you write every day though?
Jimi : Huh? Oh, yes, yeah, yes
DC  : Do you wanna leave a call?
Aud : [Laughter]
Jimi : What does that mean? [In a silly voice:]  “What are you tryin’ to say?”
That’s hip talk, I wou’…
Jimi : No
DC  : …I really wouldn’t have time to explain it 

Aud : [Laughter]
Jimi : You… mean… hmm, hip 
DC  : You see
Jimi : Oh, yeah, right, right, okay
DC  : Listen Hendrix
Aud : [Laughter]
Jimi : Huh-huh 
DC  : I, I’m told that you’re gonna perform for us, which I still don’t believe, because-uh, I 
don’t know how this is possible, but if you would, there’d be more than one grateful person [in silly voice:]  “on the premises.” Oh, by the way, goodnight to my guests in case I forget later, in case you wo’-don’t want to come to a stop
Jimi : Hmm 
Aud : [Laughter & applause]
Jimi : Yeah, what the hell, man
DC  : Have you understood anything I’ve said?
Jimi : [In silly voice:]  “I think so, I’m not sure”
DC  : I think so, I think you…
Jimi : I’ve been watching you, so I think I know… I talk through music anyway, maybe if I 
get my guitar together, I’ll probably get something together
DC  : Great, okay
Jimi : Okay
DC  : Your stage is ours
Aud : [Applause]


1. GETTING MY HEART BACK TOGETHER AGAIN [aka HEAR MY TRAIN A COMIN’]

I wait around the train station 
Waitin’ for my train
To take me 
Take me away 
From this lonesome town

Whole lot o’ people put me lot o’ changes
An’ my girl done put me down, yeah

Tears burnin’ me
Tears burnin’ me in my heart-uh
Way down in my soul
Tears burnin’ me in my heart
Way down in my soul

Too bad you don't love me no more, girl
Too bad you, you made me leave, and go
Yeah

[Solo]

I’m gonna leave this town
Got to leave this town
Got to make this Voodoo chile
Be a magic boy, yeah
Come back and buy this town
And put it all in my shoe

And if you make love to me one more time, girl 
Might even give a piece to you

Hear my train a comin’
Hear my train a comi-in’
Yeah 
Ha-ha-ha

Aud : [Applause]
[Band play Purple Haze as Jimi leaves the stage]
DC  : Terrific, we only have one minute left, maybe I could sing something 
Aud : [Laughter & applause]
DC  : I meant the matchmaker, not the skin of our teeth earlier. Ah, we will go away for  it, 
just a moment I believe, and then we’ll be back. Don’t go away mad Hendrix, we’ll be 
back in a moment
Aud : [Some girls shouting:] Oh, something else! [applause]
[Band play Purple Haze as it cuts to a commercial break]…
DC  : …Should I forget, tomorrow we have John Biner, Roger Karis, Marlow Thomas, and 
Sarah Vaughn. Thank you Robert Downey, Jimi Hendrix, Garson Kanin, Gwen Verdon for being here tonight. Jimi thank you for making your network debut here tonight
Jimi : Thank you very much
DC  : We have…
?     : Good show
DC  : …twenty seconds in which you can toon up 
Jimi : Yeah, I could
DC  : We’ll be back tomorrow, goodnight…


