Sunday 18 May 1969
New York City, Madison Square Garden, 7th Avenue & 33rd Street, New York, USA. JHE 
Jimi is wearing his “Wild Blue Angel” outfit 

[Aud = Audience]

MC  : Look right here... Jimi Hendrix Experience!
Aud : [Wild applause]
MC  : One of the most beautiful people in the world, alive in front o’ you, four hundred volts
Aud : [Wild applause]
Jimi : Yeah, hello Carmen.
Noel: Problem is there’s no-one sat on his seat, you should all sit down
Jimi : Yeah, how you doin’, you okay?
Aud : [Applause, yeah! etc.] 
Jimi : All right, we’d like to say it’s gonna take about, listen, listen. It’s gonna take about thirty 
seconds for us to-uh, you know, make our little minor adjustments, and get in toon, or what not, you know. We want you to forget about that, everything that was happening today, yesterday, or last week. Like, today we’re gonna make our own little world, okay
Aud : [Applause, etc.] 
Jimi : So, everybody let’s get it together, and put it away 
Aud : [Applause, etc.] 
Noel: Thank you very much
Jimi : [Tuning]… Like to say before we start, we’d like to say peace for everybody, in the first 
place, and happiness, happiness
Aud : [Applause!]…


1. LOVER MAN *

I’m grounded, huh

Here he comes, now
Here he comes lo-over man, yeah
Here he co-omes
Here comes your lover man 
I got to get out o’ here as fast as I tell ‘em I…

[Drum solo/solo]

Here he comes 
Here comes your lover man
Yeah! here he-e-e-e
Here-he-he comes, your lover man
I got to get out o’ here
Get out o’ here as fast as I can

Hey-ey, here he comes, now
Here he comes, now
Here he comes, now, baby 
Say yeah, say when
Girls, girls, girl, girl
[Guitar ‘says’ ‘Make l-o-o-o-ove to me’] 
Girl, girl, girl, girl
[Guitar ‘says’ ‘Man, I would just love to see your cunt’]
Make love, make love
Make love, make love
Right on, right on, right on

 [Solo]

* [Music: BB King’s ‘Rock Me Baby’. Lyrics are a mix of Elmore James’ ‘Look On Yonder Wall’ 
(Bill ‘Jazz’ Gillum) & Howlin’ Wolf’s ‘Meet Me In The Bottom’ (Willie Dixon), Jimi related this song to the Vietnam war veterans returning, as Elmo’s version of ‘Look On Yonder Wall’ did to those of World War 2, the missing verse being: “Your husband went to the war, I know it was tough, I don’t know how many men’s he killed, but I  know he done killed enough.” ]

Jimi : Thanks- huh… Now, we have two broken strings in, so that means we have two broken 
strings less we have to worry about later on
Noel: It’s…
Jimi : Ay?
Noel: …very hard to play when you’re going round and round…
Jimi : Huh-huh
Noel: …you get dizzy
Jimi : You should dedicate this one to our-uh.. to Michael and Tony…Antony Mayo?... [tuning] 
I’m gettin’ tooned up right now [tuning]… We’d like to ask, not too much, ‘ey! Listen, listen, we’d like to ask, not too much of those pictures, all right, because it’s takin’ away, I can’t, you know, we can’t concentrate if you take too many pictures, all right. 
Aud : [Applause] 
Jimi : Okay? [tuning]…


2. COME ON (PART 1) (Earl ‘King’ (Johnson) 

People talkin’ but they just don’t know
What’s in my heart and why I love you so
You got me flippin’ like a flag on a pole
Come on, sugar let the good times ro-o-oll

Oh, yes

So many people live a make believe
They keep a lot o’ doit [dirt] up their sleeve
My lo-ove, baby, isn’t the kind that folds
Come on sugar, let the good times roll for you

Hey, yeah, let the good time roll
Hey-ey 

[Solo]

So many people live in make believe
Or keep a lot o’ doit [dirt] up their slee-eeve
My lo-ove baby isn’t the kind that folds
Come on sugar, let the good times ro-oll
Hey, come on, let the good times roll
Hey-hey-hey, be my baby now
Everybody got it through your soul
Get down and let the good times roll

[Solo]

Noel: Everybody’s got to sit down for this
Aud : [Massive shouting mass]
Jimi : Continue on with a slow blues. Hey, ain’t you all supposed to be sittin’ down? Are you 
all supposed to be sitting down?
Aud : [Shouting replies]
Jimi : Yeah, well, I’d like to ask you one more thing, we’re not gonna play another note if you 
keep flashing those cameras, all right, okay?
Aud : [Applause] 
Jimi : Sit down please, the we’ll try to bust it up for the easy life… Playing with me
Noel: Emotion-al
Aud : [Hubbub quietens a bit] 
Jimi : [Tuning. Tape cut] …sit down everybody on this side then, you know, and, like, we all 
know systems synchronize when there ain’t no people, all right
Aud : [Applause] 
Jimi : Are we wrong about this?... Hold on! We don’t want toilet roll [tape cut, feedback & 
tuning]…


3. RED HOUSE

[Very long intro]

There’s a red house over yonder, ba-aby
Aud : [Applause] 
Lord, that’s where my baby stay-y
Lord, that’s where my baby stay-ay-yeah
Hey
Well now, see a great, big, red house over yonder, baby, now-ow
Lord, that’s where my baby stay-y
Yeah
Girl, I said, I ain’t seen my baby
My own, nappy headed1 baby
Said now, in about a - just got out o’ jail 
It’s about a ninety nine and one half da-ay *
About time to see her, chile
Yeah

Hey! wait a minute now 
Somethin’s wrong, somethin’s wrong, somethin’s wro-ong
Lord, somethin’s wrong 
The key won’t unlock this doo-oor
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah
Wait a minute, wait a minu-ute, baby
Yeah, wait a minute somethin’s wrong 
The key won’t unlock this door

All right

Hey, I got a bad, bad feelin’
That my baby don’t live here no mo-ore
That’s all right
She ain’t said a damn thing about leavin’ either
I still got my guitar

[Solo]

Aud : [Applause] 

I think I’ll go back over yonder, baby, yeah
Way back over yonder, across the hill
Lord, Lord, Lord
I might as well go back over yonder
Way-a-hay-ay over yonder, across the hi-ill
If my baby don’t love me no mo-ore
Hey, I know, good an’ well, that her, her sister wi-i-ill

* Three month jail term
1 ‘Nappy’ hair – usually taken as being a racist, denigrating description, this is an analogy between some   
   sub-Saharan Africans hair and the short fuzzy ends of fibers on the surface of cloth called ‘naps’ 

Noel: Thank you, very much
Jimi : [Tuning] That will happen some time this evening, my girlfriend 
?     : Baby, don’t play with that
Jimi : [Tuning] Like to do a thing for the teeny-weeny’s, you in the yellow underwear sittin’ 
over there in the front row, [off mic’:] “that’s young huh”
Noel: The one wearing tied boots
Jimi : [off mic’:] “Stop it”. Thing called-uh, Let Me Stand Next To Your… Fire
Aud : [Applause] 


4. FIRE > [Backing vocal - Noel]

Don’t care for me, I don’t-uh care about that  
You’ve got a new fool hah, I like to laugh at 
I have only one-uh, itchin’ desire
Let me stand next to your fire
(Let me stand next to your fire) Hey!
(Let me stand next to your fire) 
(Let me stand next to your fire) 
(Let me stand next to your fire) 

Now baby

You try to, keep your money 
You’d better save it babe 
Save it for your rainy day
I have only one-uh itchin’ desire
Let me stand next to your …[plays feedback howl]
(Let me stand next to your fire) 
(Let me stand next to your fire) You hear me, baby
(Let me stand next to your fire) 
(Let me stand next to your fire) 

[Solo]

[Drum solo]
…


5. < SPANISH CASTLE MAGIC

It’s very far away 
Takes about a half a day to get there
If we travel by my ffup!! dragonfly
It is not in Spain, baby
But all the same you know it’s a groovy name 
And the wind's just right 

Hang on my darlin’, hang o-on if you wanna go
A whole lot of fun, you know 
Spanish Castle magic

The clouds are really low 
And they overflow
With cotton-candy 
And battle grounds 
Red and brown
But it’s all in your mind, baby
Don’t waste your time thinkin’ about bad things
Just float your little mind around

[Solo/jam/improvisation. Quotes  VILLANOVA JUNCTION]


6. GETTING MY HEART BACK TOGETHER AGAIN [aka HEAR MY TRAIN A COMIN’]

I wait around the train station 
Waitin’ for that train
To take me 
Take me away 
From this lonesome town

It’s too bad your parents put me off o’ you
Too bad your people don’t want me arou-ou-ound 
Want me around 

Tears burnin’ eyes-uh
Tears burnin’ eye 
Way down in my hea-art 
Way down in my soul
Tears burnin’ me in my soul

It’s too bad you don't love me for real more, girl
Too bad your people made me go-o-o
Out in the co-o-old

Hell
Well, I hear my train a comin’ I
I hear my train a comin’ 
Hear my train comin’ 
Hear my train comin’ 

[Solo. Guitar ‘says’ ‘Fuck you’]

I’ll be glad when I leave this town
Gonna leave this town
Gonna be a Voodoo chile
Be a magic boy
Come back and buy this town
An’ buy this town
And put it all in my shoe

Well that’s what I’m gonna do
Now, if you make love to me one more time, baby
I might even give a piece to you
Hey-hey, yeah

Well
I hear my train a comin’
Hear my train comi-in’ 
Hear my train comin’ 
Hear my train a comin’ 

[Solo] 

Hear my train a comin’
Hear my train a comin’

Comin’ on down the track

Yea-ea-yea-eah
Yea-ea-yea-eah
Yeah-yeah-yeah-yeah-yeah

Noel: Thank you very much. That was very blue Jimi [tape cut]
Jimi : [Starts feedback intro to Foxy Lady]
Jimi : [Stops intro to Foxy Lady]…
Mitch: [Starts drum intro to I Don’t Live Today]
Jimi : This is dedicated to the few of us who try to go to college, it’s called I Don’t Live Today, 
          Maybe Tomorrow I Can’t Say 
Aud : [Applause and whistles]…


8. I DON’T LIVE TODAY [Dedicated to the (Native) American “Indians”. Backing vocal - Noel]

Will I live tomorrow? well I just can’t say, y-all right
Will I live tomorrow-ow-ow? Well, I just can’t say 
Well I know for sure, I don’t live today, baby

No sun comin’ through my window
Feel like I’m livin’ at the bottom of a gra-a-ave 
No-o sun comin’ through my window
Feel like I’m livin’ at the bottom of a grave
I wish you’d hurry up and execute me 
So I can be on my miserable way

I do-on’t, live toda-ay 
(I do-on’t, live toda-ay)
Maybe tomorrow, I just can’t tell you, baby, but
I do-on’t, live toda-ay 
(I do-on’t, live toda-ay)
Such a shame to waste your time away like this

[Solo]

Well
I do-on’t, live toda-ay 
(I do-on’t, live toda-ay)
Maybe tomorrow, you’ll come with me
I do-on’t, live toda-ay 
(I do-on’t, live toda-ay)
It’s a shame to waste your time away like this
Nothing but existing

[Improvisation - guitar says ‘Believed in Eric… That’s all right]

Aud : [Applause] 

[Solo includes 3rd STONE FROM THE SUN & TAPS (army bugle call)]

Noel: That’s his way out, thank you
Jimi : [Tuning] Yeah, now we’d like to begin the show, now we’d like to begin the show, after, 
thank you very much 
Aud : [Applause] 
Jimi : [Tuning] It’s very hard, you know, sometimes to concentrate on what you’re doing when 
there’s a lot of people, you know, flashing cameras, and runnin’ ‘round - I know I said it before - and so, like, we’d like to dedicate it to the people who came to listen, okay? 
Aud : [Applause] 
Jimi : Tell their parents they’re old news [tuning]…



9. VOODOO CHILD (Slight Return)

Aud : [Applause] 

Well, I stand up next to a mountain 
I chop it down with the edge of my hand
Well, I stand up next to a mountain 
Chop it down with the edge of my hand, oh, hey, hey, hey
I pick up all the pieces an’ make an island
Might even ‘raise a little sand’ *
‘Cause I’m a Voodoo chile, Voodoo chile
Lord knows, I’m a Voodoo child, baby
Yeah!

[Solo]

I didn’t mean to take up all your sweet time
I’ll give it right back, one of these days
I didn’t mean to take up all your sweet time
Give it right back, one of these days

If I don’t see you no more in this world
Yeah, if I don’t see you no more in this wo-orld
I said, if I don’t see you no more in this wo-o-orld
Lord, If I don’t see you no more in this world, baby, no-ow
Yea-ea-ea-ea-eah
If I don’t see you no more, yeah
If I don’t see you no more in this wo-orld
Wa-ay! hey-ey-ey, hey-yeah
An’ I’m hopin’ I don’t see you no more in this world
Not in this wo-orld
Well-yea-eah
Well now, I hope I never see you no more, now child
No more in this world 
Yeah now, yeah
Well, I’ll meet you on the next one and don’t be late
Well, I-I’ll meet you on the next one and don’t be late
‘Cause I’m a Voodoo child, Voodoo chile
Lord knows, I’m a Voodoo chile

* ‘Raise sand’ - expression meaning to cause a disturbance, get angry etc.

Noel: Thank you very much, that was Voodoo Chile, some left among the whole grain 
Jimi : Wait a second
Noel: Hold on
Jimi : Thank you for not staying with the flame
Aud : [Girl] I’m dying!
Jimi : Amen… We’ve been recording for a while, so, tch, it’s very hard to concentrate on 
something [tuning] 
Aud : You try bowling!
Jimi : It’s, yes [tuning] Next time we come to New York, we’ll play outside, so there won’t be 
so many bad professions cooped up in one building
Aud : [Applause] 
Jimi : It’s the bowling stadium is one thing, you know, [tuning] Thank you very much and 
goodnight, thank you
Aud : [Applause] …


10. PURPLE HAZE  [Backing vocal - Noel]
                                                          
Purple haze all in my brain
Now lately things don’t seem the same
I’m actin’ funny an’ I don’t know why
‘Scuse me while I kiss the sky 
Yeah

Purple haze all around 
Don’t know if I’m comin’ up or down
Am I happy or in misery?                                                                            
What ever it is, that girl put a spell on me                                                                                                                                                     

Help me, Babe Ruth
Help me, baby

[Solo (sounds like Jimi’s guitar is knackered!)]

Noel?: Your mama give it to you?

(Ooh, aah, ooh, aah, ooh, aah, ooh, aah)

Purple haze all in my eyes
Don’t know if it’s-uh day or night 
You’ve got me blowin’, blowin’ my mind
Is it-uh tomorrow or just the end of time? 

Yeah, yeah, yeah
?    : Come to Uncle Jimi
Hey-ey! yea-eah 
Hey! yeah-yeah-yeah-yeah-yeah
Hey-ey! yeah, yeah 
Yeah, yeah-yeah 

(Ooh, aah, ooh, aah, ooh, aah, ooh, aah)

?     : A monster
Noel: Thank you very much, from us, thank you
MC  : Get off the stage, stay off the stage, stay off the stage, off the stage. Ladies and 
          gentlemen, stay off the stage
Aud : [Mass boo’s and shouting]
MC  : Stay off the stage… It’s all over goodnight now 
Aud : [Still shouting for more]
MC  : Be nice going home 
Aud : [Still shouting for more]…


